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attention.1 It is well known that the wreck of a Portuguese vessel upon the shores of Japan in 1542 led soon after to the efforts of traders and Jesuit missionaries to effect an entry into the country. In 1549 Xavier, Torres, and Fernandez landed at Kagoshima in Satsuma. Since in 1582 the Japanese Christians sent an embassy carrying gifts to Rome, and since it was claimed about that time that twelve thousand2 converts to Christianity had been received into the Church, the influence of these missionaries, and particularly that of the "Apostle of the Indies," St. Francis Xavier, must have been great In 1587 the missionaries were ordered to be banished from Japan, and during the next forty years a process of extermination of Christianity was pursued throughout the country.
In none of this work, not even in the schools that the Jesuits are known to have established in Japan, have we a definite trace of any instruction in mathematics. Nevertheless the influence of the most learned order of priests that Europe then produced, a priesthood that included in its membership men of marked ability in astronomy and pure mathematics, must have been felt. If it merely suggested the nature of the mathematical researches of the West this would have been sufficient to account for some of the renewed activity of the seventeenth century in the scientific circles of Japan. That the influence of the missionaries on mathematics was manifested in any other way than this there is not the slightest evidence.
It should also be mentioned that an Englishman named William Adams lived in Yedo for some time early in the seventeenth century and was at the court of lyeyasu. Since he gave instruction in the art of shipbuilding and received honors at court, his opportunity for influencing some of the practical mathematics of the country must be acknowledged. There is also extant in a manuscript, the Kikujutsu Denrai no Maki, a story that one Higuchi Gonyemon of Nagasaki, a
* There is only the merest mention of it in P. HARZER'S Die exakten Wissenschaften im alien Japant Kiel, 1905.
2 Some even claimed 200,000, at least a little later. E. BOHUM, Geographical Dictionary, London, 1688.